
Parliament Questions on Mota.11 Subhash Chandra Bose 


Iff _L_0K mm 1 Qq 5. 1966 and 1967 and 1969 and 

1069 

1, Starred Q. Mo, 633 answered on 39-3-65 asking whether the 
P.M. told pressmen at Varanasi on 37-19-64 that Govt, 
would investigate whether Netaji was alive and whether 

Shaulranrhi Ashren Se dhu was detail. 

2, Starred Question Ho. 799 answered on 90-9-65 regarding 
resolution passed by Calcutta High Court Bar Association 
demanding a thorough enquiry into the mystery of death 
of M^ta.li and asking ■'"or truth about late P.M.'s letters 
to Shri S.C. Bose that no precise data about Hetaji’g 
death is available, 

3, Hn starred Question Vo, 9105 answered on 14,3,66 regarding 
statement by Shri Suregh Chandra Bose in February 1066 
at Madurai that VataJ i is alive and that he would come 
in Marc'., 1966. 

4, Unstarred Question Vo. 955 answered on 1-9-66 regarding 
setting up a Commission by the Govt, of Formosa to 
enquire into the disarm ea ranee of Metal i Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 

5, Starred Question Vo. 339 answered on 3-4-67 regarding 

the statement of the r^t 4 red Japanese Lt. General Fujiwara 
about a probe into the eirmmrtanees surrounding the 
death of Veta.li. 

6, Unstated Q, ,1 o,4338 answered on 3,7,67 regarding Taiwan 
Government’s assurance to co-operate in carrying out 
investigations at Taiwan where Neta.H Gubhash Chandra 
Bose is reported to have met his death in air- crash. 

7, Starred Question Ho. 1334 answered on 34-7-67 regarding 
non- visit to Taiwan by the inquiry Committee headed 

by Shri Shah Nawa.l Kh^n and demand *or fresh enquiry 
in co-operation with the Government of Taiwan. 

8, Stared Question Vo, 59° answered on 11-13-67 regarding 
Late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s letter of 13/5/63 
to Shri Surash Chandra Bose expressing inability to send 
precise proof of the death of Netajl Gubhash Chandra Bose; 
and sub semi ant letter to S*-ri Amlya Nath Bose about 
desirability of rsac ing a finality cbout Hetaji’s death. 

9, Gn starred Q.Ho.37l° answered on 11-13-67 regarding 
General 7u;)iwara's statement in Calcutta about Japanese 
eo-oneratlon if Govt, of India make any effort to arrive 

at a fine 11 tv about Natali's mystery ^ H.V, Kamath’s visit 
to ’’onor , his statement resm-ding enquiry being 
conducted by the Formosa Gove T-nm ant about the reported 
nlane cra sh involving Netall at Tatoeh In 1945, 


n - s 


10. ^Jhstarred 9,No,X403 answered on 31-3-59 regarding 
demand by a large numbr~ of MPs for a fresh enquiry 
into the resorted death of N»tali Subhash Chandra Bose. 

11. T Jn starred Q.No, 5150 dated 3-4-69 by iBhri 3*nar Guha 
and Chr* Beni Ehrnker Shanaa regarding escape of Netajl 
Subhash Chandra Bone frow q *ngap ore. 

A® sura not given and subserviently a st n tenant wa» 

sent to Department of Parliamentary Affairs, vl de 

fl/mS/R'en/JP dated 36-7-6 9 In fulfilment. of "ho 

Assurance. 

I??, 9n starred 0. T? o,4lo? answered on 30-P-69 regarding 

a snorted broadcast by Ci*bhngh Chandra Bose 

from Hadio Moscow. 


HAJYA 5V3HA 

1 . Cta rred Q.N 0 .N 95 an-werrd on 39/2/6P regarding Memorandum 

bv 360 HFs demanding fresh inquiry into the reported 
death of Netsji Eubhash Chandra Bose. 

9, Starred 0,^o,?R4 answered cn 17-5-66 regarding statement 
rede by -Tiri Dwi.lendra Nath Bose that Nets 11 whs alive 
and that be would come to India in March, 1960. 

3. Cnstarred 0 . No, 365 answered on 3-9-66 regarding sotting up 
of a Comlttee by the Government of Formosa to enquire 
into the dl satmea ranee of Hotaii Subhash Chandra ■■osa, 

4. Starred Q.No.61, answered on 17-°-66 regarding statement 
made by Dr, S.'T. Sin a, a forjisp M. • < in Calcutta that 
N tali Subhash Chandra Bose had been kept in Cell No, 46 
in a prison in Siberia. 


Government of India have already stated in the Parliament 
several times, in answers to Questions detailed above, that 
the findings of the Neta.11 Enquiry Committee, headed by Ehri 
Nhnh Nawaz Khan, submit t«d to the Government in 1956 have been 
accented by the Government and that there was no necessity 
to institute a fresh enquiry sino» the report was conclusive. 

*»*!*«-•* 
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Questions on N eta 3 1 Subha sh Chandra Bose 
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IS LOK SABHA 1965. 1966 and- 1967 and 1968 and 

1969 ‘ 

1. Starred Q. No, 623 answered on 29-3-65 asking whether the 
P.M. told pressmen at Varanasi on 27-12-64 that Govt, 
would investigate whether Netajl was alive and whether 
Shaulmaihl Ashram Sadhu was NetaJI, 

2. Starred Question No *729 answered on 20-9-65 regarding 
resolution passed by Calcutta High Court Bar Association 
demanding a thorough enquiry Into the mystery of death 
of Netajl and asking for truth about late P.M.*s letters 
to Shri S.C. Bose that no precise data about Neta^i's 
death Is available, 

3. Un starred Question No, 2105 answered on 14,3,66 regarding 
statement by Shri Suresh Chandra Bose in February 1966 
at Madurai that Netaji is alive and that he would come 
in March, 1966, 

4. TJnstarred Question No, 855 answered on 1-8-66 regarding 
setting up a Commission by the Govt, of Formosa to 
enquire into the disappearance of Netaj i Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 

5. Starred Question No. 228 answered on 3-4-67 regarding 

the statement of the retired Japanese Lt. General Fujiwara 
about a probe into the circumstances surrounding the 
death of Netaji. 

6. IJn starred Q. No. 4338 answered on 3,7,67 regarding Taiwan 
Government's assurance to co-operate in carrying out 
investigations at Taiwan where Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose Is reported to have met his death in air-crash. 

7. Starred Question No. 1334 answered on 24-7-67 regarding 
non- vi sit to Taiwan by the Enquiry Committee headed 

by Siri Shah Nawaj Khan and demand for fresh enquiry 
in co-operation with the Government of Taiwan. 1 

8. Starred Question No. 582 answered on 11-12-67 regarding 
Late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's letter of 13/5/62 
to Shri Suresh Chandra Bose expressing inability to send 
precise proof of the death of Neta^i Subhash Chandra Bose; 
and subsequent letter to Shri Amlya Nath Bose about 
desirability of reaching a finality about Netaji's death. 

9. Unstarred Q.No.37l9 answered on 11-12-67 regarding 
General Fujiwara's statement in Calcutta about Japanese 
co-operation if Govt, of India make any effort to arrive 

at a finality about Netaji's mystery; H.V. Kamath's visit 
to Formosa, his statement regarding enquiry being 
conducted by the Formosa Government about the reported 
plane crash involving Netaji at Talpeh in 1945. 
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10, Unstarred Q. No. 1408 answered on 21-2-60 regarding 
demand by a large number of MPs for a fresh enquiry 
into the reported death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose* 

11, Unstarred Q. No, 5150 dated 2-4-69 by Shri Samar Guha 
and Shri Beni Shankar Sharma regarding escape of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Singapore. 

Assurance given and subsequently a statement was 
sent to Department of Parliamentary Affairs, vide 
C/125/ 5/69/JP dated 26-7-69 in fulfilment of the 
Assurance. 

12, Un starred Q. No. 4192 answered on 20-8-69 regarding 

a reported broadcast by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
from Radio Moscow. 


RAJYA SABHA 

1. Starred Q.No,325 answered on 29/2/68 regarding Memorandum 
by 350 MPs demanding fresh inquiry into the reported 
death of Metaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2* Starred Q.No.284 answered on 17-5-66 regarding statement 
made by Shri Dwljendra Nath Bose that Netaji was alive 
and that he would come to India in March, 1966. 

3. Unstarred Q. No. 265 answered on 2-8-66 regarding setting up 
of a Committee by the Government of Formosa to enquire 
Into the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

4. Starred Q.No.51, answered on 17-8-65 regarding statement 
made by Dr, S.N. Sinha, a former M.P., in Calcutta that 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had been kept in Cell No. 46 
in a prison in Siberia. 


Government of India have already stated in the Parliament 
several times, in answers to Questions detailed above, that 
the findings of the Netaji Enquiry Committee, headed by Shri 
Shah Nawaz Khan, submitted to the Government in 1956 have been 
accepted by the Government and that there was no necessity 
to institute a fresh enquiry since the report was conclusive. 


s * 


x, 


UNSTARRED QUESTION N0.855 


LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO, 85 5 
' TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 1ST AUGUST, 1966 

NEIAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

QUESTION 

No. 35 5 SHRI BIBHUTI MISHRA: Will the Minister 

of External Affairs be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Government of Formosa have set up a 
Commission to inquire into the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose from the airport? 

(b) whether this has been done at the instance of the 
private agencies | and 

(c) , if so, the reaction of Government thereto? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

( SARDAR SVARAN SINGHi 

(a) The Government of India have seen press reports 
stating that an officer of the Government of Formosa "has 
been directed to investigate the mystery of the disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose". 

i 

(b) According to Press reports this has been done at 
the instance of certain individuals in India. 

(c) The Government of India have no diplomatic relations 
with the Government in Taiwan and have no connection with 

any investigation reportedly ordered by that Government. 

It has been stated several times in Parliament that the 
Government of India have accepted the findings of the 
Netaji Enquiry Committee headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan. 


*********** 


STARRED QUESTION NO *228 


LOK SASHA 

STARRED QUESTION HO. 228 
TO BE ANSWERED OH THE 3RD APRIL, 1967 
PROBE INTO THE DEATH OE METAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


QUESTION 


#110 .228 SHRI MADHU LI MAYS* 

SHRI RAM t&SHAN OtfPTAl 

SHRI S. KUNDU: 

SHRI Ba'iDHaETEEherA: 


SHRI SRI NIVAS MISRAt 

SHRI SAMAR GUHA l 

SHRI MOHAN SWARUP: 


Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased 

to s tate i 

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to the 
statement of the retired Japanese Lt. General Fujiwara, who 
was attached to the I.N.A. about a probe into the circumstances 
surrounding the 'death' of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose; 

(b) whether Government propose to take the initiative 
in setting up a Joint Indo-Japanese probe team; and 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(SHRI M.C. 0H/.6LA) 

(a) , Yes, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. 

(c) It will be recalled that an Official Enquiry Committee 
was appointed in 1956 to investigate the facts relating to the 
reported death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, The Committee, 
after examining all the evidence, had presented a report 
which established that Netaji had actually died in an air 
accident in 1945* The Government are convinced that the 
report is accurate and there is no need for further enquiry# 
Lt. General Fujiwara has not come forward with any new facts. 


LOK SAB HA 


UNSTARKBD QUESTION NO. 4333 


A 

UNSTARRGP QUESTION MO. 4338 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 3RD JULY i 1967 

INVESTIGATIONS ABOUT THE DEATH 01 

NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDKA BOSE 

QUESTI ON 

No. 4338 SHFiI PEAK ASH VI h SHASTRI: 

SHU H.P. CHATTERJEE: 

SHRI S.C. SAM ANT A": 

5HRI DATT AT RAT A KUNTE: 

SHRI Y AS HP AL SINGH: Will the Minister of 

External Affairs "be pleased to state* 

(a) whether the Government of Taiwan have assured 
their co-operation in carrying out investigations at 
Taiwan, where Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is reported to hav 
met his death in an air-crash; 

(b) if so, whether Government propose to send some 
Committee or a Delegation with a view to finding out the 
factual position in respect of the air-crash; and 

(c) if so, when a decision would be taken in this 
behalf? 

• * * i 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

HHl H.C. CHAGLA) 

(a) Government of India have not received any such 
assurance from the Government of Taiwan. 

(b) &( c) I It has been stated in the Parliament several 
times that the Government of India have accepted the 
findings of the Enquiry Committee headed by Shri Shah 
Nawaz Khan which came to the conclusion that Netaji had 
actually died in an air-crash in 1945. The Government 
of India are convinced that there is no need for future 
enqui ry. 


STARRED QUESTION NO .1554 




\ 




LOK SABHA 


STARRED QUESTION NO. 1554 


TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 24TH JULY, 1967 

FRESH ENQUIRY INTO THE DEATH OF NETAJI 

SUbhash" ChaJTjrF msz — 


*No . 1 354 


QUESTION 


SHRI PRAKASH VIR SKASTRI : 
SHRI RAGHUVIR SINGH SHASTRI : 

DR 7 SURYA FRA [CASH PURI: 

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : 

SHRI M A HAST DIGVIJAI NATH : 


SHRI ARJAN SINGH 

mmm. i 

SHRI ^rBSrANTAN NAIRs 

SHRi _ MOlAHJ" PRASAD : 

wrrmrsTsm — 

SHRI N.C. CHATTERJEEi 


Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased 


to refer to the reply given to Unstarred Question No. 4338 
on the 3rd July, 1967 and state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Enquiry Committee 
headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan did not at all visit Taiwan, 
where Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is reported to have met 
his death in an air-crash; 

(b) ' if so , how the Committee reached the conclusion 

* 

that Netaji had actually died in an air-crash in 1945; 

(c) whether Government now propose to reopen the 
whole matter and institute a fresh enquiry in co-operation 
with the Government of ‘Taiwan; and 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 


ANSWER 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

IS HR I StfRlNPRA M S mff T 

(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The evidence on which the Committee reached the 
conclusion. that Netaji had actually died in an air-crash in 

1945. •• *2/- 


1945 is too lengthy to be stated here. It can be found 
in the report of the shah Nawaz Committee which has already 
been published. 

C c ) No, Sir. 

(d) The Governnent are convinced that there is no 

need for any further enquiry because the report of the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee is conclusive. 



> 





BTAItRET) QUESTION N '.582 
LOK SABHA • 

STARRED QUESTION NO. 382 
TO BE ANSWERED CN THE 1 1 TH DECEMBER 1967 

NETAJI'S DEATH 
QUESTION ■ 

*N o , 582 SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Will the Minister of 

External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether .it is a fact that in reply to a letter 
from Shri Suresh Chandra Bose (15*5.62) the late Prime 
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru wrote inter alia that 1 I cannot 
send you a direct and precise proof ... of the death cf 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose .... but circumstantial 
evidence has convittced us the fact th t Netaji has died'; 

(b) whether it is also a fact tint few weeks 
before his demise the late Prime Minister* Jawaharlal 
Nehru in reply .to a letter from Shri Amiya Nath Bose, 

a member of the present Lok Sabha, assured him that seme 
further steps should be taken to reach a finality 
regarding the controversy about Netaji's death; and 

(c) if so, whether Government propose to send an 
investigation committee to Formosa to reach a finality 
about Netaji's death? 

ANSWER 

THS MINISTER OB STATE IN THE MINISTRY 

OF EX TERNAL AFFAIR - sT SHRr~B . R . BRAGA T ) 




(a) In his letter of 15th May, 1962 to Shri Suresh 

Bose, Prime Minister Nehru wrote as follows 

"You ask me to send you proof of the 
death of Netaji- Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I cannot send you any precise and 
direct proof. But all the circumstantial 
evidence that has been produced and 
which has been referred to in the 
Enquiry Committee' s report has convinced 
us of the fact that Netaji has died. 

In addition to this, the lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbability of 
his being alive secretly somewhere when 
he would be welcomed in India with 
great joy and affection, adds to that 
eireumstancial evidence." 


• • * . 2 /.. 


In reply to a subsequent letter from Shri Suresh 

Bose, Prime Minister Nehru wrote to him on 12th 

August, 1962 as follows:- 

"I wrote to you th 't all the circumstan- 
tial evidence male me believe tint 
Netaji. Subhash Chandra Bose had died. 

Much of this evidence was given in the 
report made by the Committee appointed 
for this purpose, which visited Japan, 

You will find the date, place and 
circumstances mentioned in that 
Committee's lieport. 

Apart from that report, the length 
of time, that has elapsed is itself 
confirmatory of the fact of his death." 

(b) He gave no assurance. In reply to a letter 

from Shri Amiya Nath Bose, Prime Minister Nehru wrote 

on April 22, 1964 as fcllows:- 

"I agree with you that something should 
be done to finalise the question of 
Netaji's death. But it is n^t quite 
clear to me how far it will be proper 
for me to ask the Chief Justice of 
India to look into this matter. It may 
involve visiting Japan and I am sure 
I cannot ask the Chief Justice to do so." 

(e) The Government of India have stated in 

reply to various questions in this house in subsequent 

years that there was no need for a further enquiry 

becuase the report of the Shah Nawaz Committee was 

conclusive . 


NOT a Jr OR SUPPLEMEN TAR IE S 



t ■< 






(On Lok Sabhs Starrad ^uestijn No. 582 for 11-12-1967) 


In* response to the public demand that all the facts 
relating to the lest stages ..f Nett ji* s life should be enquired 
into and made known, an Enquiry Committee was appointed by 
the O', eminent of India in April, 1956. The Committee 
consisted of Shri Ehah Nawaz Khan, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
(elder brother of Net^ji) and Shri S-N.Maitra, Chief 
C orami s si on ex of Andrian rnd Nicobar Islands. The report of this 
Committee which was signed by Shri Shah Neva? Khan and Shri 
S*N. Maitra , was released for publication in September, 1956* 

The Government of India accepted the report. The third member, 
namely, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose did not sign the report* 

Later on ha submitted a separate report dissenting from the 
findings of the majority report. After laying a copy of this 
report on the Table of the House on 1 1 .9*1956 , the late Prime 
Minister, fhri Jawah'rlal Nehru, made a statement in the Lok 
S&oha In which he saiu in+ 'r a lie that Government felt that 
the evidence adduced in the report was practically over- 
whelming and should be accepted. The conclusion reached by 
the inquiry Committee was that Neta.ji met his death os a result 
of an air cash at Taihoku airfield in Formosa on August 

1 8 , 1 945 end that has ashes ere now at the Renkoj i Temple in 
Tokyo. 

2 . Since the shah Nawaz Committee Report was published, 

demands have been mode both in Parliament and elsewhere on 
several occasions that anothi. r Enquiry Committee be appointed. 
The sugge ciiicn for this was due to the fact that one of the 
members, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, the brother of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, did not agree with the findings and 
submitted a dissentient report. The Government of India, 
however, have consistently token the position that neither 
the dissentient report nor the evidence which Shri Bose had 
referred justified the view that the findings of the Commission 
required revision, end have, therefore, refused to order 
another enquiry. The Inst time such a request was made was 
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in 1966 whan press re ^orts from Formosa suggesting that the 
ITationalis Chinese iljvernment have set up a Committee 
provoked a pat liame nlary question on August 2, 1966 * fiom 
Shri Chittt flasu. At tlu t time, the Foreign Minister 
repeated that 11 it has oeon stated several times in Parliament 
that the Government of India have accepted the findings of 
the K3tsj L Enquiry Committee heeded by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan." 

3 . In 1962, a controversy we a started stating that the 

Sanyas! of Ehaulm&ri Ashram was ITetaji. This has been 
indig.iaitly denied by the sanymai himself end »eitereted in a 
Bengali leaflet issued by the Ashram. 

4- Vr Satyu Strain Sinhc came, up with a statement 

that was at present incarcerated i» Cell No. 46 of 

yakuhusk prison in Biberee. The statement i© difficult to 
verify and the Government have absolutely no Information to 
corrborat'.' this va w. 

5 . More recently it. General (Retired) Fuj iwara who 
claims to have discovered a presentation swored owned by 
Netaji In a Tokyo curio shop and who came to India to present 
this relic suggested an Indo-Japane se Committee to go into 

the question of Netaji's death to trrive at a eonelusion 
" orivie and for all". Unfortunately the General has not 
specified the nature of his doubts and it is aleo relevant 
to note the fact of his long silence and that he did not come 
forth as a witness in fr^nt of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee. 

6 . Although the Committee did not go to Formosa for 
political reasons, they mo t a large number of very relevant 
witnesses including Col. Hebibur Rahman (Netaji's oo-t raveller 
on the fatal trip) End several Japanese army and civil doctors 
officials and nurses who returned to Tokyo after .the war. 

As Shri J awaharlal Nehru, Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri and the 
present Prime Minister have often reiterated, the Government 
of I n d 1 a have accepted the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in toto end consider the evidence adduced by them to 
b; overshelmingly conclusive of Netaji's death. In the fact 
of the lack of any “resh evidence, there is no reason for the 
Government to agreu t'. undertake the task of appointing a new 
Committee to go into what thoy already accepted as being tbe 
t ruth . 


UN STARRED QUESTION /I". 57 19 


LOK SABHA 

UN STARRED QUESTION HO>3719 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 1 1 TH DECEMBER, 7967 

ENQUIRY ABOUT NETAJI'S DEATH 

QUESTION 

No. 5719 SHRI SAMAR GUHA i Will the Minister of 

External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that while presenting 
Netaji's -sword to Netaji National Museum in Calcutta, 
last year, General Fuziara, a Japanese General of 
eminence declared that. Japan will gladly agree to 
cooperate with any effort undertaken by the Government 
of India to arrive at a finality about Netajl mystery; 

(b) whether it. is also a fact that Shri H.V. 

Kamath, a former Member of Lok Sabha, after his visit 
to Formosa last year said in a press statement that the 

Government of Formosa was conducting an enquiry about 

* 

the reported plane crash involving Netaji at Taipnh 
in 1945 and it was prepared to undertake a joint enquiry 
along with the Government of India about the aforesaid 
matter; and 

(e) if so, whether the Government of India, in 

collaboration with the Government of Japan and the 
Government of Formosa will institute a fresh Enquiry 
Committee to finally resolve the Netaji mystery? 

ANSWER 

THE PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF 
EX TERNAL AFFAIR S ( SHRI Mm INDIRA GAN PHI ) 

(a) The Government have seen press reports of 
statement said to have been made by General Fuziwar"i 
who was visiting India in his private capacity. 

(b) The Government have also seen press reports 

of statement reported to have been made by Shri Kamath. 

(c) Government have indicated on earlier occasions 
that there is no necessity to institute a fresh enquiry 
since the report presented by the Sh ah- Nawaz Committee 
was conclusive. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION - NO. 1408 


/•* 
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10 K SABHA 

UN STARRED QUESTION NO. 1408 
TO EE ANSWERED ON THE 21ST FEBRUARY, 1968 
FRESH INQUIRY INTO THE REPORTED DEATH OF NETAJI 

QUESTION 

No. 1408 SHHI D.C . SHARMA: Will the Minister of 

External Affairs bo pleased to state: 

(a) whether a large number of Members of parliament 
have demanded a fresh inquiry into the reported death of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in a memorandum submitted to 
the President $ 

(b) whether the demand has been looked intoj and 

(c) if so, with what results? 

******** 

ANSWER 

THE PRIME MINISTER & MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI) 

fa)&(b) : Yes, Sir. 

(c) Government have accepted the conclusion of the 

Official Enquiry Committee appointed in 1956 that Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose met his death in an air crash in the 
year 1945* Since no new facts have been brought to light, 
Government do not consider that any fresh enquiry is 
warranted. 


********* 



) ' 
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Vv^Q A?^.c^/vc. c/^oJ V/M 

>n, 1969 of the LOfC SARHA *r **/->/^ 


Seventh Session, 1969 of the LOK SABHA 
Ministry of External Affairs 


Date and Reference 


Subject 


Proni se made 


When and how fulfilled 


Ken arks 


Unstarred Question 
No* 5150 dated 2nd 
AWh, 1969, by 
sfcri Samar Guaa, anc 
Shri Beni Shanke*. 
Sharna. 




Asking 

(a) whether attention of Govt, 
has been drawn to a report 
published in a Calcutta daily 
"Jugantar" on the 6th March, 1969 
regarding the escape of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose from Singapore 
on the eve of the Japanese 
surrender; 

(b) whether in that report, a 
retired arnynan now serving the 
Police Department of the Govt, 
of West Bengal disclosed on the# 
basis of his personal knowledge 
that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
did not fly to Taihoko in Formosa 
by a plane, instead he escaped 
with two Japanese in a submarine 
and left for an unknown destination; 

(c) whether Govt, tried to contact 
the said Officer and verify from 
him the veracity of the report 
published in his name in the said 
Calcutta daily; and 

(d) If so, the facts relevant to 
the report and if not, whether 
Government will make an immediate 
enquiry into the reported matter 
and let the House know full facts 
about it. 


L c .).&laJL 

Necessary enquiries are 
being made and the 
conclusions, when reached, 
will be intimated to the 
House . 


(c) & (d]_ 

The officer concerned 
was contacted and the 
statement made by him 
examined in detail. It 
is found that 
(i) the statement 
which appeared in the 
"Jugantar” dated the 
4th March, 1969 was 
based on the alleged 
remarks of a Japanese 


. . .2 


Bate and -Reference 


Subject 


Promise made 


’CThen and how fulfilled 


Remarks 


soldier, who claimed to have worked 
as attendant and driver of Netaji, 
and is in the nature of hearsay: 

The officer hineself did not witness 
the event . 

(ii) the date eta. of the journey 
mentioned is imprecise in as much as 
he refers to "end of 1945" 

(iii) the statement made cannot be 
corroborated by any factual details 
and does not contradict the find ings 
of the Shah Nawaz Connittee. 


UNSTAMPED QUESTION NO. 4192 


LOK SABHA 

OHS TARRED QUESTION NO. 41 92 
TO EE ANSWERED ON THE 2QTH AUGUST ,1969 

REPORTED BROADCAST 3Y NETAJI SUBHAS 

ciiama bosttt^om — 

QUESTION 

No. 4192 SHRI SAMAR GUHA; 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be 
pleased to state*. 

(a) whether Government's attention has been 
drawn to a report published in a Hindi periodical 
Biswa Neta, printed and published from Delhi, to the 
effect that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose made a broadcast 
over Moscow Radio after the signing of the Tashkent Pact; 

(b) whether the same periodical has published the 
photostatic copy of the reply by the Soviet Embassy, 

New Delhi concerning the matter; and 

(c) if so, whether any enquiry into the published 
report will be made and if so, when? 


ANSWER 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(SHRI~3URENDRA PAI SINGH? 

( a)&( b) : Yes, Sir. The photostat copy of the letter 
from Radio Moscow mentions the name "Subhas Chandra" 
and not "Subhas Chandra Bose". 

(c) Our Embassy in Moscow has checked up with 

Moscow Radio authorities who have stated that the 
broadcast was made by an Indian student named 
Subhas Chandra. 


STARRED QUESTION NO. 28 4 

RAJYA SASHA 

STARRED QUESTION NO .284 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 17TH MAY » 1966 

NEWS ABOUT NETAJI 
QUESTION 

*No .284 SHRI R.K. EHUWA1K A: Will the Minister of 

External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to 
a news item appearing in the Hindustan Times dated the 7th 
March, 1966 under the caption "Netaji still alive"; 

(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the 
affirmative whether any information is being collected in 
this regard; and 

(c) if so, what are the details thereof? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

i S - ROAR 3 WAR AH SINGH J ' 

(a) Tes, Sir. 

{ b)&( c ) : The Enquiry Committee which was appointed in 1936 
to investigate the facts relating to the reported dentil of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had established that Netaji had 
actually died in an air accident in 1945* The Government 
have accepted these findings and have not come across any 
further information that would contradict the findings of 
the Enquiry Committee. 


********-*#-;: * 


note pop gupplemeittapjes 

(On Rngya Sabha Starred Question Ho, 284 for 1 T * 5-1 966 ) 


In response to the. public demand that all the 
facts relating to the last stages of Nct.aji's life 
should be enquired into and nadc known, an Enquiry 
Committee was appointed bp the Government of India in 
April, 1956. The Committee consisted of Shri Shah Nawaz 
Khan , Shri. Suresh Chandra Bose, (elder broth er.of Nctaji) 
and Shri S.H.Maitra, Chief Connissi oner of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. The. report of this Connittco which .. 
w-as signed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri S.N.Ilaitra, 
was released for publication in September, 1956. The 
Gove r men t of India accepted the report. The third 
member, namely* Shri Suresh Chandra. Bose. .did not sign 
the report. Later on he submitted .a separate report 
dissenting from the findings of the majority report. 

After laying a copy of this report on the Table of the 
House on 11 .- 9 . 1956 , the late Prime Minister* Shri Jawnhar 
Lai Nehru, made a- -statement in the Lok Sab ha. in which 
he said inter alia that Government felt that the evidence 
adduced in. .the report was practically overwhelming ^nd 
should be .accepted, . The conclusion re ac hod by the .. 
Enquiry. Committee was that Notaji met his death as a result 
of -an air crash at Taihoku airfield in Formosa on August 
18, 1945 and that his ashes are now at the Ronkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. 

Certain elements , particularly in West Bengal. 

•and especially some-members of the Nctaji T s . family, have 
boon maintaining that Nofcaji- is still alive. In February 
this yea r. Shri Suresh Chandra, -Bose, elder brother of.. 
Netaji, mde.-a statement at Madurai saying that NNotaji 
is alive . today 11 and that Netaji should be back in India 
in March. An unstarred Question .asking for the reaction, 
of Government to that statement came updn the Lok Satim 
on 14.3.1966 to which the Foreign Minister! s reply was: 
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"the inquiry Committee which was appointed in 1956 to 
investigate the facts relating to the reported. .death of 
Hotaji Subhash Chandra Bose had. established that Notaji' 
had actually died in an air accident in 1945* The Govern- 
cent has accepted the findings of this Committee". Another 
such statement is reported to have been rr.do by bhri 
Dwi jondranath Base, nephew of Notaji and -General Secretary 
of tho.-All-Indi a Eorward Bloc statin;; that Notaji was 
still alive and was working in a place very near the bonders 
of India.- He further said that Notaji is "still working - 
for India. Ho will cone out into the open and enter India 
at the appropriate tine in such a way. that he can 

establish a now order in the country". „ 

The Government 1 s position in this regard has already 
been rr.do clear in the Parliament on n. number o f .occasions 
including the one cited above. The Government have no 
further information on this, nor do the .Government 
propose to hold another enquiry in the matter. 


UNSTARRED QUEST I OM NO. 265 


RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTAKHED QUESTION NO. 265 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 2ND AUGUST , 1966 

F0IM05AN ENQUIRY ABOUT NETAJI 

QUESTION 

No. 265 SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will the Minister of 

External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the Government 
of Formosa have set up a committee to enquire into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; and 

(b) if so, whether Government propose to associate 
with that enquiry? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(sardak syAfamsTrar 

(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Government of India have no diplomatic relations 
with the Government of Taiwan. Further, it has been stated 
several times in Parliament that the Government of India 
have accepted the findings of the Netaji Enquiry Committee 
headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan. 


STARRED QUESTION NO. 325 
RAJYA SABHA 

STARRED QUESTION WO. 525 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 29TH FEBRUARY, 1968 ' 

NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 
QUESTION . 

*N0.325 SARDAR NAIINPEK SINGH BEAR : Will the Prime 

Minister be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have received any memorandum 
signed by 350 Members of Parliament urging the Union 
Government to appoint a Committee of Ennui ry with collabora- 
tion of the Governments of Japan and Taiwan to clear the 
mystery about Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose; and 

(b) if so, what are the main features of the memorandum 
and Government's reaction thereto? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS { SHF.I B. E. BHAGAT) 

(a) Yes, Sir, 

(b) Apart from demanding a fresh enquiry into the death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose the memorandum suggests certain 
steps to accord due honour and recognition to the personality 
of Netaji, 

Since no new facts have been brought to light, 
Government do not consider that any further enquiry into the 
death of Netaji is warranted. 

The suggestions for according due honour and 
recognition to the personality of Netaji are being examined. 






NOTE FOR SUPPLEMBNTAEIES 
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(On Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 325 for 29*2.1968) 



Memorandum by some 350 M.Pa. for appointing 

a fresh Enquiry Committee to investigate 
into the d e a th of Netaji Subheah Chan dre 3oso 
and according due honour to his personality 




, A memorandum, said to have been signed by nearly 

350 Members of Parliament, was submitted to the President 
urging that due honour and recognition to the personality 
and leadership of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose should be 
accorded by undertaking the followings 

1 . To place his portrait in the Central Hall of 
Parliament and all offices of the Government; 

2. To erect a statue of Netaji on a prominent 
site in New Delhi, preferably at India Gate; 

3 . To devise suitable means to accord national 
recognition to military genius of Netaji; 

4* To observe his birthday every year with due 
solemnity; 

5* To erect suitable memorials at Kohima and Xmphal 
in honour of I.N.A. heroes who sacrificed their 
lives in the liberation struggle under the 
leadership of Netaji; 

6 . To publish the volume on I.N.A., already 

written for the "History of Indian Army During 
the Second War", published by the Government; 

7* To give him his due place in the "History of the 
Freedom Moveme nt" (planne d by Government of India)* 
(For this it is necessary to take expert advice 
on the portion of the manuscript relating to him 
before it is finally approved for the press). 

8 , To arrange publication of Netaji' s writings 
a nd sp e e oh es . 

The memorandum then goes on to suggest "that a further 
enquiry be made with the collaboration of the Governments of 
Japan and Taiwan by a small independent committee consisting 
of a Judge of the Supreme Court and two or three publio men * * * 
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Official Enquiry conducted in 1956 

In response t o the public demand that all the 
facts relating to the last stages of Netaji'a life 
should be enquired into and made known, an Enquiry 
Committee was appointed by the Gove rnme n t of In dia in April , 
1956 » The Committee con sis ted of Shr i Shah N awaz Khan , 

Shri Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji) and Shri 
S*N. Maitra, chief Commissioner of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. The report of this Committee, which was signed 
by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri S*N. Maitra, was 
released for publication in September, 1956. The Government 
of India accepted the report. The oonolusion reached by 
the Enquiry Committee was that Netaji met his death as a 
result of an air crash at Taihoku airfield in Formosa 
on August 18 , 1945 and that his ashes are now at the 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. However, the third member, 
namely , Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, did not sign the report- 
Later on, he submitted & separate report dissenting from th o 
findings of the majority report. After laying a copy of 
this report on the Table of the House on 1 1.9.1956 , the 
late Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, made a 
statement in the Lok Sabha in whioh he said inter alia 
that Government felt that the evidence adduced in the 
report was practically overwhelming and should be 
aocepted • 

Government 1 a attitude to repeated 

requests for further probes 

There have been repeated requests and demands 
on several occasions for undertaking another enquiry* 
However, Governmen t having accepted the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Committee have taken the view that unless 
f re sh evidence or new fact s were br ought to li ght , 
another enquiry was unwarranted. In the Itajya Sabha. 
itself in 1966, in answer to Starred Question No. 284 
' on 17 *5*1966 and again in reply to unstarred question 
No. 265 on 2.8.1 966 , the Government reiterated this 
viewpoint. Assertions that Swami Shardanand of the Sholnari 
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Ashram was, in fact, Netaji Subhash Chandra Boss had been 
denied by the gwami himself. Another claim made by Dr. 
S.N» sinha that Netaji was incarcerated in cell Ho. 46 of 
yakutusk prison in Siberia has not been corroborated by 
any tangible evidenoe. Recently, Lt .-General Pujiwara of 
Japan , who came to India to present Netaji's sword, 
requested that the matter should be investigated "once and 
for all". The General, however, has not produoed any 
evidence whi«h would warrant any further enquiry# The 
memorandum too refers to press reports of hearsay evidence 
published in 1945 and early 1956 . These hearsay reports 
cannot warrant a fresh enquiry. It would be relevant 
to mention that Prime Minister, Shr i Jawaharlal Nehru, 
had in a letter to Shri Suresh Chandra Bose on May 13* 

1962 said: "I cannot send yuu any preciso and direct 
proof* But all the o iroumstantial evidence that has been 
produced and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's Report has convinced us of the fact that 
Netaji has died* In addition to this, the lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbability of his being alive 
secretly when he would be welcome in India with great joy 
and affection adds to that circumstantial evidence". 

J 

Corresponden ce between Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Shri Suresh Bose and Shri Amiya Bose 

regarding further enquiry 

A set of the letters exchanged between Prime 
Minister Nehru and Shri Suresh Bose or Shri Amiya Bose 

4 

r 

are enolosed* 

It is true that in his letter of April 22, 1964 
Prim© Minister Nehru 'agreed' with Shri Amiya Bose that 
something should be done to "finalise the question of 
Netaji's death". But he gave no assurance and there is 
nothing to suggest, in the context of the entire corres- 
pondence, that at any time Prime Minister Nehru had 
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entertained doubts about the o inclusive character of the 
evidence cited by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee or others 
to establish Netaji's death. Presumably, what Shr i 
Nehru had in mind was that something should be done 
to persuade those who still doubted this fact to accept 
the finality of the conclusion that Netaji was no more* 

decision on the Memorandum 

The memorandum was discussed at a meeting of 
Secretaries held under the chairmanship of the Cabinet 
Secretary on the 17th February, 1968, to examine the 
various points raised* As far as the question of a 
fresh enquiry was concerned, the meeting was of the 
view that this was not warranted as no fresh evidence had 
been brought to light. This recommondation was brought 
to the Prime Minister's notice in connection with UMttned 
question No.14 n 8 which was answered in the Lok Sebha 
on 21 *2*1968 . In reply to th o question, the Prime 
Minister had stated! "Since no new facts have been 
brought to light, Government do not consider that any f 
fresh enquiry is warranted". 

The suggestions in the memorandum for according 
honour and recognition to the personality of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose too were examined in the meeting 
and the recommendations of the meeting, contained in 
the minutes, have been cubmitted to the Homo Minister 
a nd t he Prime Min is ter for approval. 


Sure ah C.Bose 


pat ©a 1 2th May ,1962 . 


Shri jawaharlal Nehru, 

Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi# 

Dear Shri Nehru , 

The report in the papers of the 8th 
instant is to the effect that you stated in 
Parliament on the previous day, in reply to a 
question by Shri P.C* Barooah that the majority 
report of the Netaji Enquiry Committee established 
that my brother Shri Subhes Chandra Bose, died in 
an air-aoc iden t. 

If you hold this piece of news to be correct, 
it affects the members of oui family more than the 
general publio, who, however, are also deeply 
interested in its correctness or otherwisa. 

I would, therefore, request you as his elder 
brother and es the seniormost surviving member of 
the family to forward to me the proof of his death, 
e ircumstance 3 under which such alleged death took 
place . 

In the expectation of a reply and with 
kind regards, 

I remain, 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/-»Suresh C .Bose 
12.5*62. 


NO.704-PMH/62 


Hay 1 3 , 1962 . 


pear shri suresh Bose, 

I have your letter of the 1 2*h May- You 
ask me to send you proof of the death of Retaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. I oannot send you any 
precise and direct proof* But all the 
circumstantial evidence that has been produced 
and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's report has convinced us to the fact 
that Netaji has died. In addition to this, the 
lapse of time now and the extreme improbability 
of his being alive secretly somewhere when ho 
would be wolcomed in India with great joy and 
affection, adds to that circumstantial eviden eo ■ 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/-Jawahar la 1 Hehr 


Shri Suresh C.Bose, 
Gar ia , 

P.O.&aria, 

Diatt.. 24 PeragaiMis, 
West Bengal. 


SURESH C. BOSE 


&aria,P.O.Ger ia , 

Dist. 24 PErganes, 
(West Bengal) , 

Bated 8th August, 1962. 


Bear Shri Nehru, 

It appears from your letter N o .982-PMH/62 
of the 26th June last, that your own information 
conveyed to you by our Ambassadors has oonfirmed 
the fpCt that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead » 

As this piece of news, if true, vitually 
affects all the members of our family. I would 
reapeotfully request you to pleaso forward to me 
the date, place and oiroumste nee e under whioh the 
alleged deathtook place, as reported to you* 

With kind regards, 

I remain, 
yours sincoraly, 
Suresh Chandra Bose. 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister , 

New Delhi. 


N0.1256-PMH/62 


August 12 , 1962 


Deer Shr i Bo aa , 

I have your letter of the 8th August , 

I wrote to you that all the circumstantial 
evidence made me believe that Hetaji Subhes 
Chandra Bose had died* Much of this evidence was 
given in the report made by the Committee 
appointed for this purpose, which visited Japan* 
you will find the date, place and ciroumst en oo s 
mentioned in that committee' s report* 

Apart from that report, the length 
of time that has elapsed is itself confirmatory 
of the fact of his death* 


Yours sinoerely, 


Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Shri Sureah C*Bose , 
Garia, 

P.0. Garia, 

Dist* 24 Parganas. 


1 » VOO 15BURN PARK 
CALCUTTA 20 


My dear panditji, 

With reference to our 
I would like to submit to you 
for^your consideration. 


talk in Delhi reoently, 
the following .proposals 


The controversy regarding the a ircrash at 
Taikoku in August 1945 is having unfortunate 
consequences. The report of tho Enquiry Committee 
consisting of Shah Nawaz Khan and ‘two other members 
has not found acceptance among a large section 
of the Indian people. The main reason for this is 
to be found in the f 8 ct that the Shah Nawaz Enquiry 
Committee did not inolude any person of high judicial 
standing and experience. Irresponsible statements by 
a number of persons are also keeping this controversy 
alive. In tho national interest there should be a 
final judicial ' finding regarding the aircra^h at 
Thaihoku in August 1945. It will be in the fitness of 
things if the Chief Justice of India will agree 
to preside over a body-of Judges and enquire into 
this question. All the materials collected by the 
Shah Nawaz Enquiry Committee on tho subject and other 
materials that may be available to the Government of 
India should be placed at the disposal of -this body 
of Judges. This body should* of course, be at liberty 
to take any further evidence on the subject if that 
is considered necessary by it and if such evidence 
is available. 


The Government should accept the findings of 
this judicial body and take whatever steps th et may 
be found necessary on tho basis of its recommendations. 
This being purely a national question the Government 
should not take into acceoumt the opinion of any 
individual in this matter even though he happens to be 
related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I shall be thankful if you will kindly send 
me your message in support of the plans of Netaji Hall 
socie ty . 


Hope you are feeling better. 
With regards , 


Yours sincerely* 
Sd/-Amiya Nath Bose . 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi* 


No •293-PMH/ 64 


April 22, 1964 
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Ky dear Amiya, 

I have your letter of the 20th April, 

I agree wit h you th at 8 an ot hing should be 
done to finalise the question of Netaji's death. 
But it is not quite clear to me how Car it 
will be proper for me to ask the Chief Justice 
of India to look into this matter. It may 
involve visiting Japan, and I am sure I cannot 
ask the Chief Justice to do so, 

I have sent you a brief message already 
about the Netaji Hall sooiety. 


Yours sincerely. 


Jawahsrlal Nehru* 



i 


Sh ri Amiya Nath Bose, 
1, Woodburh Park. 
Calcutta-20 . 
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Netaji Subhaa Chandra Bose was reported to have 
died in an air crash on the 18th August, 1945 at the Taihoku 
airfield In Formosa* His body was cremated at the taihoku 
Crematorium on the 20th August, 19-45. The ashes were flown 
to Tokyo and they have been lying in the Renkoji Temple 
since then. 

Some doubts were expressed in regard to Netaji's 
death and in response to a demand from a section of the 
public, the Government of India set up a Committee in 
April 1956 to enquire in the matter. The Committee consisted 
of the following t- 

1. Shri Shah Nawaz EQtan 

2. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose 

3. Shri S.N. Maitra 

The Committee reached a conclusion that Nstaji met 
his death as a result of an alrcxash at Taihoku airfield in 
Formosa on August 18,1945. 

Whlb Shri Suresh Chandra Bose signed on 2.7.1956 on the 
principal conclusions agreed to for the draft report, which 
confirmed that Netaji did in fact me^ his death in the above 
a ire rash, he did not, however, signed the final report of the 
Committee. Instead, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose submitted a 
dissentient report stating that there had been no plane 
crash involving Netaji** death as concluded in the enquiry 
Committee's Report. The dissentient report of Shri Suresh 
Chandra was placed on the Table of the House in October,l956. 
Government of India considered the majority report of the 
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Enquiry Committee and accepted its findings that Netaji had 
in fact met his death as a result of an aircrash and the 
House was informed accordingly by the then Prime Minister* 
late Shri. Nehru. 

Despite the findings of the Enquiry Committee and 
the lack of any new evidence on Netaji 's survival, there 
have been repeated requests and demands on several occasions 
for undertaking a fresh enquiry in the matter* The matter 
was dealt with in the Rajya Sabha twice in 1966 - in answer 
to Starred Question No *284 on 17.5.66 and again In reply to 
an ftnstarred question No .2651 of 2.8.1966. Again the matter 
was dealt in the Rajya Sabha In response to a Starred Question 
No *325 on 29.2.1968, which iss based upon the Memorandum 

purported to have been signed by nearly 350 Members of ths 

* 

Parliament urging the Government to Institute a fresh enquiry 
in the matter. The Government of India had stated on all these 
occasions that no new facts had been brought to light 
which would warrant further enquiry into the death of Netaji. 

There have, no doubt, been occasional rumours and 
press reports based on hear say evidence from time to time 
contradicting the findings of enquiry Committee report of 
1956. But there has been no tenglble evidence or new facts avail- 
able to warrant a fresh enquiry in the matter. The circumstantial 
evidence produced by the inquiry Committee *s report is 
convincing eough of ttie fact that Netaji has die^,* In 
addition to this the lapse of time now and the extreme 
improbability of his being alive secretly when he would be 
welcome in India with great joy and affection adds to that 

i 

circumstantial evidence. 
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Cnee again there has been one more resolution Tabled 
by Shri Bonoy Krishna Daschowdhury proposing to institute 
a fresh enquiry Commission presided over by a judge of the 
Supreme Court of India about the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose since August, 1945. 

Government of India feele that till this day there has 
been no fresh evidence available v nor any new facts revealed 
which warrant a fresh enquiry In the matter. Government 
considers that the findings of the Enquiry Committee in 
1956 were based upon all the possible circumstantial evidence 
that had been available* In the absence of any new f xts a fresh 
enquiry at this stage is not warranted. 

One of the recommendations of the earlier Memorandum 

submitted by some 350 members of the Parliament in early 

1968 was that due honour and recognition to the personality 

and leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose be accorded by 

undertaking the fol lowing »- 

, 1. To place his portrait in the Central Hall ef 
Parliament and all offices of the Government! 

2. To erect a statue of Netaji on a prominent 
site in New Delhi, preferably at India Gate. 

3. To devise suitably means to accord national 
recognition to military genius of Netaji* 

4. To observe his birthday every ^ear with due 
solemnity! 

5* To erect suitable memorials at Kohima and Imphal 
in honour of I.N.A. heroes who sacrificed their 
lives in the liberation struggle under the 
leadership of Netaji! 

6* To publish the volune of I.N.A. , already written 

for the "History of Indian Army during the Second War^ 
published by the Government! 

7. To give him his due place in the "History of the 
. Freedom Movement" (planned by Government of India). 

(For this it Is necessary to take expert advice 
on the portion of the manuscript relating to him 
before it is finally approved for the press). 

3. To arrange publication of Netaji's writings 
and speeches. 


< -es*. 
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These suggestions were examined in the meeting 
of the Secretaries held under the Chairmanship of the Cabinet 
Secretary on the 17th February 1968 and the recommendations 
of this meeting have been submitted to the Horae Minister and 
the Prime Minister for approval* The Ministry of Home Affairs 
would be taking necessary steps to honour and commemorate the 
personality of %taji. 


* 



MOfiT IMMEDI AT E/ By SPECIAL MESSENGER 


Manjlt Singh, 

DIRECTOR (EA) 

No . C/ 55 i/lO/6 9/jp August 23, 1969 


My dear Prem, 

Will you kindly refer to your letter 
No. 10/2l/cr-69 of August 19, 19*9? 

2, As desired, I enclose a note which will 

explain the repeated demands made In Parliament 
for holding further enquiries Into the death of 
Xetajl Suhhash Chandra Bose. I should like to 
add that a Private M ember b Resolution is coming 
up on August 29th In Ra^ya/.Sabha, seeking the 
setting up of an Enquiry Commission, The rele- 
vant papers are being put up to the Foreign 
Minister and a decision on the demand raised 
in the Resolution will be taken by bin, on 
Monday the 25th August. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 






( Manjlt Singh ) 


Shrl p.p. Caprlhan, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Cabinet secretariat, 
^Deptt* of Cabinet Affnrs) 
itashtrapatl Bhnvan, 

New Delhi. 


